MS Thesis Response Sheet 
(one for each committee member – circle response and return directly and confidentially to the student’s advisor or the Chair) 
	Attribute 
	Very Deficient 
	Somewhat Deficient 
	Acceptable 
	Very Good 
	Outstanding 

	Completed in a timely manner 
	Completed in more than four years after beginning program. 
	Completed within three to four years after beginning the program
	Completed within 2.5 years after beginning the program.
	Completed within 2 years of beginning the program.
	Completed within 18 months of beginning the program 

	Quality of thesis. 
	Barely acceptable, among the bottom 10% of theses. 
	Acceptable, but disappointing (75th to 90th percentile of theses.) 
	Acceptable (25th to 75th percentile of theses.) 

Extensions possible, but may require more work. 
	Among 10th to 25th percentile of theses; 

Provides opportunities for additional, fruitful PhD research. 
	Among top 10% of theses. 

Student will be able to further extend;

	Contributions 
	Requires committee to stretch to find originality. 

Closer to BS than MS work. 
	Shows a little originality, but mostly very pedantic and plodding 
	Demonstrates originality 

Makes limited contributions 
	Original, creative work; 

At least one good contribution for an MS thesis. 
	Original and creative. 

Several important contributions for an MS thesis. 

	Publications and potential publications. 
	At best an un-refereed conference proceeding. 

Nothing has been submitted. 
	No papers submitted 

Could be a refereed conference proceeding. 
	At least one paper submitted to a recognized journal 

Should be able to publish a paper from work.
	At least one paper has been accepted by a recognized. 

Two or more good publications should result. 
	One paper accepted or published in a leading journal 

Three or more significant publications will result 


